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Accent on Safety
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Currency vs Proficiency
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A personal Responsibility
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Boating Under the Influence
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Hurricane Part 1
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i@be air’s upward motion. Some of the air,
however, moves inward and sinks into the
eye, creating a cloud-free area. As a hurri-
cane approaches, the skies will begin to
darken and winds will grow in strength. A
hurricane can bring torrential rains, high
winds, and storm surge as it nears land. A
single hurricane can last more than two
weeks over open waters and can run a path
along the entire length of the eastern sea-
board.

More dangerous than the high winds of a
hurricane is the storm surge - a dome of
ocean water that can be 20 feet high at its
peak and 50 to 100 miles wide. The surge
can devastate coastal communities as it
sweeps ashore. In recent years, the fatalities
associated with storm surge have been
greatly reduced as a result of better warning
and preparedness within coastal communi-
ties.

Most deaths due to tropical cyclones are
flood-related. Inland flooding is a common
occurrence with hurricanes and tropical
storms. Torrential rains from decaying
hurricanes and tropical storms can produce
extensive urban and river flooding. Winds
from these storms located offshore can drive
ocean water up the mouth of rivers, com-
pounding the severity of inland flooding.
Inland streams and rivers can flood and
trigger landslides. Mudslides can occur in
mountainous regions. In addition, hurri-
canes can spawn tornadoes, which add to the
destructiveness of the storm.

Learn about hurricane risk in your com-
munity by contacting your local emergency
management office, National Weather Service
office, or American Red Cross chapter.

Plan for a Hurricane

- Learn about your community’s risk from
hurricanes. Contact your local emergency
management office, local National Weather
Service office, or local chapter of the Ameri-
can Red Cross for more information on
hurricanes and how to prepare for them.

- If your community is at risk from hurri-
canes, contact the local emergency manage-
ment office or planning and zoning office to
find out if you live in an area that could flood
during a hurricane or heavy rains. If you live
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in a risk area, learn what types of supplies
should be on hand to protect your home from
floodwaters. Knowingthe elévation of your
property in relation to'nearby streams and
dams will let you know if forecasted flood
levels will affect your home.

if you are at risk from hurricanes:
= Talk to'yourinsurance agent.
Homeowners’ policies do not cover flooding
from hurricanes. Ask about the National
Flood Insurance Program (NFIR).

- Ask about your community’s hurri-
cane preparedness plan. The local emer-
gency management office or local chapter™
of the American Red Cross should be able
to provide you with details of this plan,
including information on the safest evacua-
tion routes, nearby shelters, advice on
when schools would be closed, and what
conditions are necessary for recommended
evacuation of certain areas.

- Develop an evacuation plan. Everyone
in your family should know where to go if
they have to leave. Trying to make plans
at the last minute can be upsetting and
create confusion.

- Determine where to move your boat in
an emergency. Marinas and other storage
facilities may fill up quickly. Some loca-
tions may have less risk of damage than
others may. You may be required to secure
your boat well in advance of approaching
hurricanes.

- Discuss hurricanes with your family.
Everyone should know what to do in case
all family members are not together. Dis-
cussing hurricanes ahead of time will help
reduce fear and anxiety, and lets everyone
know how to respond. Review flood safety
and preparedness measures with your
family. g

Editor’s Note: Hurricane season starts 15
May and ends 30 November. While not all
inclusive, the information we presented in
this article is provided as an awareness tool.
“Stay tuned” to future issues for information
on How to Assemble a Disaster Supplies Kit,
Houw to Protect Your Property, What to Do
During a Hurricane Watch and WARNING,
and What to Do After a Hurricane.
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Water-skiing for fun!
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Flight Safety Award of the Quarter
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Weapons Safety Award of the Quarter
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Ground Safety Award of the Quarter
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Beat the Heat DoD photo by Staff Sgt David W. Richards, US Air Force













User
Typewritten Text
Monthly Awards
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Courtesy of the National Safety Council
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Children and Drowning










